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LUC  I 1 

 Canterbury City Council (CCC) commissioned LUC to 
undertake a review of local landscape designations across the 
district to assist the local planning process. This paper 
presents the results of the work for the Canterbury Area of 
High Landscape Value (AHLV) which is a more complex 
designation protecting the rural setting of the city and views. It 
should be read alongside the Canterbury Local Landscape 
Designation (LLD) study, LUC 2021. 

Introduction 
 Canterbury is a compact city located within the 

distinctive Stour Valley setting. The prominence and visual 
impact of the cathedral and its Bell Harry tower, rising above 
the roofs of the city in order to create a sense of awe and 
inspiration, was an essential characteristic of historical views 
of the city. It still is today. Figure 1 illustrates the World 
Heritage Site and its Buffer Zone within its wider valley setting.  

 The Canterbury AHLV covers a large area surrounding 
the city and extends over some 2774ha and parts of 8 
individual character areas covering diverse landscapes of 
valley slides, valley floor, wooded hills and chalk dip slope. 
Figure 2 illustrates the AHLV and the LCA context.  

 The initial desk study evaluation for the Canterbury 
AHLV indicates that, unlike other AHLVs, it does not as a 
whole meet the criteria for Local Landscape Designation (see 
Appendix 1).  

 The landscape surrounding Canterbury is important as 
the landscape setting and context for Canterbury but does not 
meet the agreed LLD criteria of: 

 Local distinctiveness and sense of place; 
 Landscape quality; 
 Scenic qualities and perceptual aspects; 
 Natural and cultural qualities; 
 Recreation value; 
 Associations. 

 For the Canterbury City LLD a further criterion was 
included considering ‘Spatial Function’ – specifically the role 
that the landscape plays in relation to the setting of the city 
(including backdrop to and views to the cathedral). This 
criterion includes the following: 

 Role in relation to the city – e.g. role as rural/wooded 
backdrop, skyline; 
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LUC  I 2 

 Opportunity for views to the city and Canterbury 
Cathedral (Bell Harry Tower) and to appreciate the city 
in its Stour Valley setting; 

 Key connections to the city – approaches, historic views 
etc. 

 This relates to the landscape context of the Canterbury 
City and visual/physical connections. It does not cover setting 
of a heritage asset, as defined in the NPPF, which is a 
complex heritage matter and includes wider historic, social 
and economic considerations.  

 Much of the existing AHLV around Canterbury City 
cannot be defined as “special‟ or out of the ordinary and does 
not demonstrate consistent physical attributes. It comprises a 
wide variety of different landscapes. These areas of land 
adjacent to the settlement edge often provide a sustainable 
location for development as indicated by the strategic 
allocations within the AHLV (Figure 3).  

 This area merits further review, and a different approach 
compared to the LLDs covered by the separate LLD document 
(LUC, 2021). This paper sets out results of a more detailed 
analysis and presents options and recommendations. 

Background to the Canterbury AHLV 
 The Canterbury AHLV was designated as in the 

Canterbury District Local Plan (2006) and protected in Policy 
LB2.  

Canterbury AHLV (the Valley of the River Stour around 
Canterbury) has been identified to protect the historic and 
landscape setting of the City and the World Heritage Site. 
Policy HE3 and associated text also sets out requirements for 
protecting the setting of the City (Canterbury District Local 
Plan, 2017). 

 Canterbury AHLV is a unique designation as it relates to 
heritage setting and significant views rather than intrinsic 
landscape quality. Policy HE3 covers Significant Views of the 
City and the World Heritage Site, although unlike Policy LB2 
does not relate to a spatially defined area but sets out a set of 
criteria against which new development should be assessed.  

 Views into, out of and across the World Heritage Site are 
identified in the Canterbury Conservation Area Appraisal 
(Purcell Draft report 2020).  

 The text associated with Policy HE3 references the 
AHLV as being identified to protect the historic setting of the 
City and the World Heritage Site.  

Inspectors comments on the Local Plan Inquiry (2005) 

 The Inspector who conducted the Inquiry into the 
previous adopted Local Plan considered the evidence base for 

these designations and their boundaries. His main concern 
related to the Canterbury AHLV which he supported as a 
designation that might help prevent visual damage to the 
setting of the city but considered did not have exceptional 
landscape quality. Amongst other things, he recommended a 
review of the boundary to reflect this, setting out some 
parameters by which this should be done using Visual 
Envelope Mapping (VEM).  

 A study for the Council was subsequently undertaken by 
Jacobs Babtie in 2005 which developed the Inspector’s 
recommendations. The work recommended a contiguous 
landscape designation rather than a mosaic of visible areas 
created through visibility modelling, as suggested by the 
Inspector. The recommendation was to include landscape with 
strong links to the city through, cultural, ecological and 
landscape associations, whether or not there are views to and 
from the city. A revised AHLV was developed to form part of 
the Local Plan.  

Inspectors comments on 2017 Plan 

 The Inspector made some interesting comments on the 
2017 Plan regarding the Canterbury AHLV, noting that: 

 A contiguous coherent landscape designation is better 
than a visibility mosaic of spots of visibility; 

 Agreeing that in this case the designation does not relate 
to landscape quality.  

“I share my predecessor’s view that the reasons for the 
Canterbury AHLV relate to the setting of the city rather than to 
significant landscape quality. Representations have been 
made to exclude some areas from the AHLV because they do 
not contribute to that setting. The LP does include some 
allocations within the AHLV that have been established 
through the plan making process. However, other piecemeal 
changes to the AHLV in the absence of a further overall 
review may lead to inconsistencies. Furthermore, this is not 
necessary for the LP to be sound, provided that the policy 
recognises that any development proposed on a particular site 
in this AHLV should be assessed in terms of its impact on the 
historic setting of the city. This is achieved in MM145. There is 
no evidence that demonstrates that the other AHLVs have not 
been appropriately defined. 

I have considered representations that suggest that the 
designated Canterbury AHLV includes areas that do not play a 
role in the protection of the setting of the historic city and that 
no review of the inner boundary took place. As a result it is 
contended that the Inspector’s recommendations were not 
followed in full. However, the Jacobs Babtie conclusions were 
not before him and are persuasive in supporting a meaningful 
continuous designation area rather than the ‘mosaic’ the 
Inspector may have favoured.”  
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2020 Evaluation 
 The key points taken from the above to inform the 

approach are: 

 A contiguous landscape local designation (not visibility 
models); 

 A character-based approach; 

 Relating to functional landscape setting/context of the 
city, rather than landscape quality. 

 The evaluation in Appendix 1 sets out the Local 
Landscape Designation methodology applied to review of all 
AHLV in the district. It indicates, in agreement with the 
Inspector, that the majority of landscape character areas in the 
Canterbury AHLV do not meet the LLD criteria, i.e. not based 
on landscape quality, but all areas to some extent meet the 
functional criteria relating to the role in setting of the city (see 
Figure 4).  

 The table below, indicates the results of the LLD 
evaluation and the role of the LCAs surrounding Canterbury in 
the landscape setting/context of the city (Additional Criteria). 
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landscape character approach. Minor boundary modifications 
are proposed as follows, and illustrated on Figure 5:  

 Potential removal of strategic allocations from the policy
area, although noting that changes within these areas
may impact on views and setting. The design and form
of development within these areas should be cognisant
of the landscape setting of Canterbury.

 Recognising the importance of the undeveloped and
land and views from the A2 between Nackington Road
and Stuppington Lane and including the area to the
south which also forms the landscape setting and
context for the AONB.

 Minor changes along the boundary in LCA H1 to include
areas with view to Canterbury between Denstead Farm
and Poldhurst Farm using the right of way as the new
boundary.

It is also noted that change/development within the
settlement boundary of Canterbury City, which are not 
covered by the LLD can also have an effect on understanding 
the context and setting of the city.  

 Many types of change within the landscape setting 
boundary will be acceptable and will not have an adverse 
impact. Not all areas within the boundary are important as 
setting but they are included as part of a meaningful 
continuous spatial designation.   

 It is recommended that any proposal for development 
within this LLD should be accompanied by a Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) or landscape appraisal to 
show how the proposed change will conserve and enhance 
the rural landscape context of the city, including conservation 
and protection of valued views to and from the city.  

Sidney Cooper view along the Stour Valley meadows to Canterbury Cathedral 










